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EDUCATION IS NOT A PRIVILEGE, IT IS A RIGHT
-WILLIAM J CLINTON
ABSTRACT
The sudden outbreak of Covid-19 is undoubtedly created havoc in all over the world and
almost every sector is facing and degrading due to it either it is the economic sector, or
education, or general administration, or courts, or any other. Because of uncertain
lockdown in India due to sudden growth of cases of Covid-19 there are many fields which
are totally dependent upon the online or virtual proceedings. In the field of education
almost all the educational institutions are providing the online classes and teachings.
Although this type of education is important for the present but is somewhere
discriminatory and unsatisfactory. There are many reasons such as poverty, lack of
technology, lack of awareness and means, disabilities, etc which makes this system
unfruitful. Even with recently generated excitement and enthusiasm for online programs, it
is important to recognize that most of the streams or subjects are not possible through
online teachings because the electronic medium does not permit the practical’s and
experiences. Mere learning of theories is not sufficient for professionals. Certain subjects
such as law, medical sciences, engineering, forensics, etc. are probably best taught in faceto-face classroom teachings. This article mainly aims to find out the reasons why the virtual
education is discriminating.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PREFATORY
The word discrimination means the biased treatment of a two or more same person in a way that
is worse than the way people are usually treated or for which they are entitled. Discrimination is
against the natural law theory and as per our Indian Constitution discrimination of any kind is
prohibited and is unlawful. Due to the sudden outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic the contingent
measures of lockdown was taken by the Government which has already devastated the economy,
education, employment, etc. Everything in India is based upon the virtual platform either it is
education, or jobs or judicial proceedings, or official meetings, etc. For the purpose of education
1|Page
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almost all the Indian Universities are totally dependent upon online teaching and online
examinations. The global pandemic is such a devastating that till today it is uncertain when will
the normal life will come back to track. In these days it has become mandatory for students and
teachers to actively take part in the virtual education policy. This mandate is really a curse for the
nation’s education system and for students.
WHAT IS EDUCATION
Education is an enlightening experience which includes the act or process of imparting or
acquiring knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of
preparing oneself or others intellectually for mature life1. Education in ordinary sense means
development of knowledge by studying and practicing. The ‘your dictionary’ has well defined
education as - The field of study that is concerned with the pedagogy of teaching and learning. 2
Education is a fundamental right for every individual in India protected under the ambit of article
21-A of the Indian Constitution. Right to Education should be provided free and compulsory to
every child. There is a separate act captioned The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act 2009 was enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes the importance of free and
compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India.
In the present context there is only one mode for education which is virtual classes or online
education system which is indeed a only option for the present scenario. This online education
system is really a good option for every student to stay safe and to be in home and to attend
classes safely. But there are more cons as compared to its pros in this education system.
WHY ONLINE EDUCATION IS DISCRIMINATORY
Reports of world economic forum states that the COVID-19 has resulted in schools shut all
across the world. Globally, over 1.2 billion children are out of the classroom3. India is still a
developing country in reality and there is still no hi-tech means and awareness for such virtual

1

Definition of education from dictionary.com
Definition of education from yourdictionary.com
3
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed education forever. This is how :
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/coronavirus-education-global-covid19-online-digital-learning/
2
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classes. There are various situations which clearly indicate that India lacks in virtual or online
education system.
Online education policy is not a fair option for accessing education and for learning. Online
classes are totally based upon electronic devices such as laptop, smart-phones, etc which needs to
be compulsorily connected with internet. As per the survey reports of University of Hyderabad
Herald there are about 18% of students in India who don’t have any means of internet. 4 Even
today in India, there are many people who are only engaged in earning bread for twice a day and
does not afford luxury items in their life among which internet connectivity and electronic
devices are the one. The online streaming of classes needs high speed internet connectivity and
large data packs. The data package rates are more than the price of one time food due to which it
is not affordable by the every class of the society. The article published by Tribune has stated
that around 20 per cent school going students do not have a phone, and about 15 per cent have
simple phones and a majority of the remaining 65 per cent students are dependent upon the
smart phones of their parents and other family members.5
Let’s, if someone somehow manages to setup electronic devices and data packages in some way
then there is lack of proper networks because even today, many corners of the India are not
connected to internet and networks. Access to the internet is always a critical issue. It is difficult
for students to cut down on their daily living needs and meets the costly facilities of the Internet.
As per the reports of economic times 43,000 villages still lack telecom connectivity under Modi's
Digital India.6 As per NSS 2017-18, only 23.8 percent of households across the country have
access to the internet, with a wide rural-urban divide.7
The second drawback is domestic environment or family support and background. There are
more than crores of peoples who are living in single rooms or even sleep under the stars in open

4

Proposals for online classes elicits mixed responses from UOH students: Survey,
www.herald.uohyd.ac.in/proposal-for-online-classes-elicits-mixed-responses-from-uoh-students-survey/.
5
Article- Power cuts, poor Net hamper online education in villages
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/power-cuts-poor-net-hamper-online-education-in-villages-135375
6
Muntazir AbbasETTelecom https://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/42800-villages-still-lacktelecom-connectivity-under-modis-digital-india/67972508
7
Article by shreya sharma & karan babbar https://www.thequint.com/voices/opinion/online-teaching-amid-covid19-brings-out-digital-divide-in-society
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spaces or footpaths. One room is home to many in India's City of Dreams: Mumbai.8 Where
there is no place for people to live on one side, how can a child do class with concentration.
There are more 10 million households who do not have any exclusive room for living as the
room in which they live is also used as a business place. Due to emergence of online education,
the importance of schools and colleges has ended. School or college is established with the
intention of study and knowledge where students are free from all worries and concentrate only
in studies and in other co-curricular activities, but at home where all the household works are
going on or every other family member is busy in their natural course of business, it is difficult
for the students to concentrate in studies which resulted into loss of studies and knowledge.
While about 92 million (37 percent of all households) and 78 million (32 percent) households
live in one- and two-room houses, respectively.9 So for the actual education purpose household
studies and online lectures in between a mess are indeed not a good option for students.
Visually-impaired students with problems such as blindness or low-vision are lacking behind in
studies because the online mode of education is only possible when they can see, this is not less
than discrimination. Some of the students who are suffering from low eye sights are advised by
doctors to avoid long hours on the screen but due to long class hours they are bound to
compromise with their eyesight for the sake of their future. Recently in examinations the Delhi
University has not provided the scribes for the differently-abled students due to which students
have accused the University for being exclusionary and discriminatory.10
In India electricity or uncertain power cuts is a continuing problem from decades. There are more
than 31 million houses in the country which are still in dark and have no electric connections.11
Without the electricity the online education is not possible. So the poor students who do not have
access of internet and technology or those who are still sleeping the dark or those who are
8

Article by Reuters Staff: One room is home to many in India's City of Dreams https://in.reuters.com/article/usindia-room/one-room-is-home-to-many-in-indias-city-of-dreams-idUSTRE79C23N20111013
9
Article by Caurl Haub : 2011 Census Shows How 1.3 Billion People in India Live https://www.prb.org/india-2011census.
10
Article by TOI group : DU online exams: Differently-abled students accuse university of being ‘discriminatory’,
TOI, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/du-online-exams-differently-abled-students-accuseuniversity-of-being-discriminatory/articleshow/77456248.cms
11
Article by Suparna Dutt D'Cunha- Modi Announces '100% Village Electrification', But 31 Million Indian Homes
Are Still In The Dark
https://www.forbes.com/sites/suparnadutt/2018/05/07/modi-announces-100-village-electrification-but-31-millionhomes-are-still-in-the-dark/#24191dce63ba
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visually impaired or those who are not having separate rooms or places to study or those who are
busy in earning the livelihood because of sudden pandemic or those who are helping the parents
in recurring the losses or those who are suffering from illness all they are not getting the quality
education and it will affect their future which is an open discrimination with them.
ADVERSE EFFECTS OF ONLINE CLASSES AND TEACHINGS1. Mental health issues
Due to the fear of COVID-19, both students as well as the teachers are not mentally stable to
concentrate in studies and examinations. The gradual increase in number of cases of Covid-19
has led to degrade the economic stability. The teachers are not getting their salaries and
allowances due to which they are not actively taking part in studies of students. The education
system has become a mere contract where both parties are just performing their promises. The
mental health degradation among teachers is a gradually emerging in our country because the
demands are high and source of income is nearly equal to zero.
Most of the students have completed their education from hostels or PGs and now they are
forced to live in the houses under pressure of parents and relatives in small houses or joint
families and they are now finding it hard to peacefully live and to maintain their academic
grades.12 The students are under continuous family pressure for studies as parents are always
comparing their children with other students in terms of grades and co-curricular activities. This
behavior of parents is creating mental problems among students and they are somewhere rolling
towards the mental disorders such as anxiety, low self confidence, etc.
Along with the mental health issues the students are facing problems of eye-sights, migraine, etc.
due to continuous watching screens. As per the news article of Hindu Times- Attending classes
online without a break is said to be causing problems like dry eye syndrome, burning sensation
of eyes, and ear problems.13
2. Social Isolation

12

Article by Pragya Raidas: Online Exams Are Discriminatory, www.samvidhi.org/post/online-exams-arediscriminatory.
13
Article by B Madhugopal : Online classes: students complain of eye and ear problems
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Social isolation means cutting from the society and to be limited up to oneself. The ongoing
online education system tends to make students undergo contemplation, remoteness and a lack of
interaction. Students and teachers are not socially connected to each other and as per the article
of Sander Tamm “Disadvantages-of-e-learning”- Most of the students and teachers who
inevitably spend much of their time online can start experiencing signs of social isolation, due to
the lack of human communication in their lives.14
Major effects of Social isolation

Loss of Self-confidence in students



No direct interaction with tutor due to which even if they do not understand any facts,
they are not able to ask the teacher due to lack of confidence.



There is no any participation of students in sports, entertainments, functions, cocurricular activities such as singing, dancing, etc.



The life is limited up to 4 walls of house which often leads to degradation of practical
experiences of life.

3. Unnecessary Expenses
The sudden closings of schools and colleges overnight leads the students confined in their
homes. In the stress of global spread of the Covis-19 virus, we have not gone through the sudden
stress on teachers. With schools remaining closed for an extended duration leads the teachers to
work without payments and salaries and in between this the teachers who are already not
financially stable are forced to get the smart phones and high speed internet connections. The
unnecessary expenses on these networking and technology are somewhere equal to coercive
limitation on teachers or faculties.15
4. No discipline
Discipline is the first and foremost unit of life that starts at home, but is taught in schools. Along
with studies, primary school children are also taught to maintain discipline in life so that they can
14

Sander Tamm https://e-student.org/disadvantages-of-e-learning/#e-learning-can-cause-social-isolation
Article by Saraswathy Ramamoorthy : Teaching in the time of COVID-19
https://www.thehindu.com/education/teaching-in-the-time-of-covid-19/article31766432.ece
15
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easily settled in the society and society may also adapt them. Due to online education, studies are
limited to books and notes only which adversely affects the students and is also resulting into
lack of moral values among children.
5. Restricted up to theoretical knowledge
All educational streams are different e-learning is not suitable for all the streams. The online
learning may be good or up to the satisfactorily level for social science and humanities but for
scientific fields such as medical science and engineering which require practical experiences
there is no importance of such online education system. For professional courses experiences and
practical’s are important it was stated in article of Sander Tamm “Disadvantages-of-e-learning”No amounts of online lectures can substitute an autopsy for medical students or real-life
industrial training for a budding engineer.16 This online education policy is unfruitful for
professionals.
CONCLUSION
Education in India as per the Indian constitution is a matter of concurrent list and is under the
control of centre and states both where any of them can legislate on this issue. The ministry of
home affairs has strictly prohibited the opening of institutions and schools or colleges within a
blink of eye. This sudden action or decision of government is worth a compliment because of the
emerging pandemic. The sudden closure of schools and colleges for uncertain time period has
forced the universities and students to pursue online courses and get education through electronic
devices and this reopening of education system with online education policy is more
discriminatory. The students are getting merely completion of courses and nothing more than it.
It is clear infringement of their fundamental right protected under article 21-A of Indian
Constitution.
There is need of an hour to understand that correct and actual education is not at all possible
from online media or virtual classes. There ministries and government need to formulate the
policies for the arrangement of classes in such a way that everyone can attend the traditional
classes without getting infected.
16

Sander Tamm https://e-student.org/disadvantages-of-e-learning/#e-learning-can-cause-social-isolation
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